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                  May 10, 2011
SaskEnergy announces details for enhanced $2M safety program in South Regina
SaskEnergy today provided more detail on the next phase – announced Friday, May 6, 2011 - of its safety vigilance program in South Regina,   Additional safety-related visual inspections of its pipeline system have already begun, along with extensive system improvements in Whitmore Park and Hillsdale, the areas of Regina most affected by wet soil conditions, causing ground shifting.  
“SaskEnergy’s foremost priority is public safety.  Building off our annual safety investment of more than $30 million, we’re now undertaking in excess of $2 million of additional activities to address the issues of extremely unusual amounts of moisture and ground shifting in South Regina,” said Doug Kelln, SaskEnergy President and Chief Executive Officer.  
Kelln said this program will involve a combination of visual inspection of pipeline, system upgrades and targeted soil replacement to effectively meet the challenges which have been created by the past winter.
Work on this phase has already begun, with the goal of inspecting and upgrading between 2,000 to 3,000 services in the coming months.  SaskEnergy crews will continue these efforts through to mid-October.
“This initiative builds off SaskEnergy’s commitment to take additional communications and operational steps to heighten safety vigilance over the past few weeks.  Our proactive leak survey combined with our public awareness campaign has elevated our level of public safety in South Regina during this period.  Our new initiative will bring longer term solutions to those areas most susceptible to ground shifting in the future,” added Kelln.
SaskEnergy reminds all residents of Saskatchewan to call if they detect a natural gas odour.  They can contact SaskEnergy 24 hours a day at 1-888-7000-GAS (1-888-700-0427).
-30-

For further information, please call:

Dave Burdeniuk

Manager, Communications

SaskEnergy

Phone: (306) 777-9842

Cell: 
(306) 535-6569

Email:
dburdeniuk@saskenergy.com
[image: image1.jpg]